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Introduction
Welcome to the section on  ePEARL and ABRACADABRA, the link be-
tween these two highly interactive tools was intuitive! This link increases 
the possibilities for diverse reading materials, writing opportunities, as 
well as for extension activities. 

Teachers who use these two tools for early literacy instruction in the 
classroom speak to the numerous benefits:

•	 Students are now able to quickly navigate all tools due to daily 
practice.

•	 ABRA activities prepare students to read ABRA books in ePEARL. 

•	 ABRA spelling sentence activity helps students to type successfully in 
ePEARL.

•	 ABRA motivates students to complete ePEARL work in a timely 
manner.

•	 My students are becoming self regulating learners. They are setting 
goals, reflecting and giving feedback. 

•	 From ABC to Level G, my students are now readers.

•	 They hear themselves read immediately after reading.  This helps 
them to read fluently and with greater expression.

•	 Oral Presentations have improved. Students are thrilled to see them-
selves present!  They are excited to see and their work.

•	 Students are able to recognize alphabet letters and sounds.

•	 Students are able to decode during guided reading.

•	 Students immediately and independently hear themselves read.

•	 Students think about their work, feel pride in their achievements, and 
make improvements to their work. 

•	 Students are excited to see themselves, hear themselves, and share 
themselves through technology.

Shared by Miss Tanya Beccat,Cycle 1 Teacher, EMSB (CSLP International 
Conference, 2011)
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ABRACADABRA and ePEARL are linked to facilitate 
student learning. Teachers are able to link their activities 
or stories in ABRA with ePEARL at any time simply by 
clicking on the ePEARL button at the bottom right of the 
screen. When students click on the ePEARL link they are 
brought to the welcome page in his/her portfolio.

Incorporating ePEARL in your ABRA activities will help 
teachers introduce students to the basic concepts of self-
regulated learning.

Se l f- Regulated Learning
Stage Activity
Planning ePEARL allows students to set goals about 

what they want to do during the ABRA 
activity. 

Doing

Clicking on My Readings allows students to 
record an ABRA reading, complete a reading 
response or reflect on developing abilities.

Clicking on My Creations, students are able 
to use the text editor to answer a question 
prompted in ABRA, create an alternate ending 
to the story or draw and attach files to their 
portfolio.

Reflecting
Students can receive feedback on their work 
from parents and 
teachers.

Why is  t his  l ink impor t ant?
By implementing the ABRA-ePEARL link teachers can track their 
students’ development. For example, teachers can use ePEARL for 
assessment purposes when doing the following ABRA activities: 
Comprehension monitoring, predicting, sequencing, summarizing, devel-
oping vocabulary, responding to texts, reading fluently and accurately, 
reading with expression, spelling words, spelling sentences, and writing 
their own pieces
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How does t he l ink work?

ABRACADABRA (hereafter referred to as ABRA) is built around five 
different modules. ePEARL provides a link to the Instructional module, 
which includes over 20 digital books with illustrations. Each book may be 
viewed and read from within ePEARL, thereby enabling students to store 
and monitor their reading progress. It also allows teachers and parents to 
track their students’ or child’s reading development. 

Digital  Stories
The stories in ABRA are divided into five different genres, including: folk 
and fairy tales, poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and multicultural. Under folk 
and fairy tales, three french stories are now available.

Link to ABRA

Figure 1: The link to 
ABRA from My Readings

ABRA has two features that are valuable for readers and teachers: 1) 
the “birdie” icon that is used to read aloud from the page on the screen; 
and 2) clickable words in the stories for phonetic sounding out and sight 
word help.

Choose a genre

Choose a story

Figure 2: Choosing an 
ABRA story
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TIP: 

For additional ideas 
on how to use this link 
with students, teachers 
should click on the 
resources icon

Scaffolding is important for the beginner reader. ABRA provides extra 
help so students can obtain the support they need to develop reading 
skills, when they work independently. 

Birdie - read aloud

Record as student 
reads

Figure 3: An ABRA 
reading in ePEARL 

ABR A Stories  in  French
Three ABRA stories are now available from the French environment.
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NOTE: 

The link to ABRA is 
turned on/off at the 
school board (or 
district/division) level. 
Sub-administrators 
(see p. 30) may also 
turn the link on/off 
for individual schools 
within a board. If 
teachers do not see 
the ABRA icon on the 
My Readings and My 
Creations pages,they 
should contact a 
consultant within 
your board (division/
district) and request 
that this feature be 
turned on.

Image Bank
Students may also choose their favourite picture or page from the story 
from the ABRA image bank simply by selecting one of the images. In 
addition, up to three files can be uploaded, offering the same flexibility as 
a regular reading.

Figure 5: A selection of 
images available for each 
story

E x tension Ac tivit ies
Students can also practice their creative writing skills in the My Creations 
area, which has similar features to the My Readings area and is also 
linked to ABRA. Here, teachers can encourage their students to write a 
new ending to a story or to imagine new characters.

Link to ABRA

Figure 4: The link to 
ABRA from My Creations
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Table 1: Resources available on the ABRACADABRA and ePEARL Teacher Resource Pages

Type of Resource Resource Name
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Basic Decoding
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Setting Reading Goals 
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Sequencing 
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Prediction 
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Teaching Vocabulary 
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Comprehension Monitoring
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Segmenting - Three-sound Word
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Segmenting - Four-sound word
Videos Level 1: Integrating ABRACADABRA & ePEARL in the 

Classroom
Videos Level 1: The Benefits of Using ABRACADABRA and 

ePEARL Together 
Videos Using ABRA with ePEARL to Develop Prediction in Your 

Classroom
Videos Introduction to Using ABRA-ePEARL in your classroom
Videos The Benefits of Using ABRACADABRA and ePEARL 

Together (Level 1)


