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Where’s ABRA?

It has been almost a year since we
began production on ABRA. Phil, Anne,
Micha, Monica, myself, and the rest of
the team at the CSLP have all been
working hard turning our vision into
a reality, and taking it on the road.

We thought of creating this
newsletter to help keep everyone in
touch.  We’ll let you know what parts
of the software have been developed,
our short term plans, and what kinds
of research ABRA will be part of.  Take
a look!

Geoff

New additions to ABRACADABRA can be seen
at:
http://grover.concordia.ca/abra/school

Stories
 Darryl Don’t Dawdle
 The Three Billy Goats Gruff
 Bean Sprouts
 Waterfall
 The Frogs and the Well
 Henny Penny
 Feelings
 When I Open My eyes

Activities
 Auditory Blending
 Auditory Segmenting
 Number of Words in a Sentence
 Number of Syllables in a Word
 Same Sounds
 CVC Memory
 Word Similarity
 Phonological ID
 Summarizing
 Comprehension

        

The Instructional Design Team

Ane and myself, the Instructional
Design Team, are the ‘bridge’ between
the early literacy experts and the
Development Team. We have
participated in meetings where the
pedagogical aspects of the software
are discussed  (skills, content, levels,
scaffolding, etc.). We have been
‘translating’ this information into
activity specifications and flowcharts
that the Development Team uses in the
actual computer programming and
interface design.  Over the past
several months we have designed
several new activities for the
software.

After each version of the software is
released, we verify its conformity
with the pedagogical specifications.
This summer we brought the new
activities to a Montreal area summer
school for usability testing.  We have
also collaborated with the current
ABRA research by creating
observation protocols and training
the facilitators who conduct the
observations.  We anxiously await
more feedback in order to refine the
instructional quality of ABRA.

 Monica Lopez

                                                             



ABRA Summer School

This summer we had the opportunity
to be involved with a summer school
program called the Writer’s
Workshop.  For three weeks, trained
facilitators worked with groups of
children on the various ABRACADABRA
activities.  The overall response was
overwhelming.  Not only did the
children enjoy the activities, many
were bringing their experience back
to class and writing about them!

We, of course, were able to refine our
approach for the planned fall
intervention, as well as use the
students’ feedback and refine the
software.

Design & Development Team

The CSLP design & development team is
responsible for, and has been
providing a comprehensive range of
services for ABRACADABRA. We have
been working with the Instructional
Designers’ proposed activity specs,
and working them into the new
activities that you will see on the
latest release. We have had a
particularly good time creating the
animated alphabet that you can see by
clicking on the projector.

Of course, our work does not end with
the animations, the illustrations and
the look and feel of ABRACADABRA.
Over the next several months we will
be reviewing the code that was used
to create the activities so that we can
build a solid ABRACADABRA that
teachers can depend upon for their
students.

Micha Therrien

ABRA Research

It is known from a great deal of
previous research that computers can
aid children learning to read – but we
want to know more.  Dr. Robert
Savage has designed a study that has
been implemented in the Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and English Montreal School
Boards.

Small groups of students work with
graduate students and will receive
identical comprehension, and fluency
tasks in ABRACADABRA. The
interventions differ in subtle ways on
aspects of the alphabetics.
Intervention 1 will focus on auditory
blending and segmenting from the
start. Intervention 2 will present a
progression from sentences to words
to rhymes across sessions.

This study will take place over much
of the 2004-2005 school year.

Some comments from the Sir Wilfrid
Laurier Ped Day Presentation:

- It was nice to know that Canadians
are working on literacy activities
for our children.

- It would be a nice addition to my
classroom as a support tool.

- I found the fact that the activities
were research-based very positive.

- The stories are great.
- The entire software has some use in

my classroom.
-Finally, there is a logical approach

towards developing reading skills.

As always – I am interested in your
comments.  Please feel free to contact me:
g_hipps@education.concordia.ca
(514) 848-2424 x 5922


